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2011 Saab 9-3 and 9-5 Vehicle Identification Number  (02-16-2011) 
Number of characters:  17 Alpha-Numeric, complies with U.S. and European Regulations 

   YS3  F  E  4  A  Y  9  B  1  123456 

Pos.  1-3     Geographical location, Manufacturer 
YS3  Northern Europe, Sweden, Saab Automobile AB 

 
Pos.  4      Car Line 
F   9-3 
G   9-5 
 
Pos.  5        Model Series, Restraint System 
A 9-3 Turbo4 sedan & combi; Driver & passenger front 

& side airbags; Roof side curtain airbags; Active front manual 
belts; Passive rear belts; Passenger front sensor 

C    9-3 Aero sedan & combi as ”A” above 
D    9-3X combi as ”A” above 
E or A    9-3 Turbo4 convertible; Driver & passenger front & side airbags;  

Active front & rear manual belts; Passenger front sensor 
G or C  9-3 Aero convertible as ”E” above 
N  9-5 Turbo4/Turbo6 sedan; Driver & passenger front & side airbags;  

Roof side curtain airbags; Outer rear side airbags; Active  
front & rear manual belts; Passenger front sensor 

R    9-5 Aero sedan; as ”N” above 
 
Pos.  6        Body type 
4     4-door 
5     5-door 
7     2-door (Convertible) 
 
Pos.  7        Gearbox 
A     6-speed automatic/Front wheel drive 
B     6-speed automatic/All wheel drive 
C     5-speed automatic/Front wheel drive 
M     6-speed manual/Front wheel drive 
N     6-speed manual/All wheel drive 
 
Pos.  8        Engine 
J    2.8L, Turbo (9-5 V6 Turbo) A28NER 
R    2.0L, Turbo, E85 (9-5 FWD & MY11.5 9-3 FWD) A20NFT/BP 
Y    2.0L, Turbo (9-3 4-cyl. Turbo) B207R 
Z    2.0L, Turbo, (MY11.5 9-3 AWD) A20NFT 
 
 
Pos.  9        Check digit 
0-9 or X 
 
Pos.  10      Model Year 
B     2011 

 
Pos.  11      Assembly Plant 
1     Trollhättan, Sweden, 9-3 
4     Trollhättan, Sweden, 9-5 

        
 

Pos.  12-17  Serial Number 
000001-999999 
 


